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\Qis is an outrage, why can't I ever get any ass? 
you think it's my hair? Or should I try to 

e the bitches with the soothing sounds of Ng 
rds? Ahh, fuck it!." .. e f~cords. 
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Dear Dickheads, 
HEY!!!!! ! stumbl ed on 

Slug by accident and! think 
the pages are freaky 
kewl!!!! I love the horoscope, 
how often is it updated?? ! 
nearly fell over at the NKOTB 
page, it was phunny!! I still am 
il fan of the group but I love a 
goo d NKOTB joke. The 
EO.A.D. page is g rea t!!!! But 
one sugges tion, I think you 
s hould put the entire cast of 
Baywatch . What do they do all 
day besid es run around in 
skimpy bikinis and do 
da redevilly stuff. I mean get a 
regular person and they 'r e 
lucky if their bikini s tays on!! 
Then the res the love lives of the 
cast . Now rea lly, If a bunch of 
gu ys were in the sa me room as 
Pamela Lee and Yasrneen 
B1eeth, they are not go ing to 
ca re about the stra nded swi m­
mer . That goes for girls too, in il 
room with David Cho b chi ( I 
hope I 
spelled his name right.) or Jose 
Solano . wen. ify ou have any 
reaction s, please ema il me back 
with them. 

T'anx! Joe Perfect 

Dear Dickheads @ SLUG.. 
! have been reading 

yo ur ma g for ab out 7 years . 
ever since! got into hardcore 
and all that . And just recently I 
ha ve been seeing alot of i guess 
you could call it hatred towards 
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the str aightedge section of 
SLC's " underground" scene. 
You guys are a bunch of fuck­
ing idiots. You do a review of a 
up and coming EARTH CRISIS 
show and all it talks about is 
how much str aightedge sucks 
in this town. If you have no 
respect for straightedge in this 
town that is one thin g, But 
do n' t 
yo u th ink that a band from out 
of town deserves the proper 
respect. I mean what the fuck 
kind aof spot was that. No one 
gives a flying fuck what you 
think about straightedge. Is 
your shity little mag a front for 
d isrespecting others belifes . If 
you truly want to do a story 
about straightedge devote an 
en tire story to the up s and 

. dow ns, the good and bad. But 
fuck th is taking stabs at every 
chance yo u get in album 
reviews or show reviews. I 
would think even shit heads 
like you wo uld give resp ect. I 
can understand that straight­
edge is hated but who give a 
shit. It is fucks like you who 
make it hard not to hate 
eve ryone else in the scen e. 
Straigh tedge has never been 
respected and all any one ever 
does is talk shit. It takes two to 
tan go yo u idiots 
di sresp ect us so what the fuck 
are we su pposed to do just take 

·	 it. Fuck no we do it right back. 
3 year old mentaltity is what 

you seem to want so we ha ve 
no problem responding . 
Fuck Slug and Every One Who 
Reads it 
Monster Crew Straigh t Edge! 
-Josh Rudy 

ED: I can tell how tough you 
are just by reading your letter. 
If you don't like the magazine, 
why dOyou read it? 

Dearest Dickers, 
Once again just to say 

"hey thanks-for just being 
there"..lam so tired of bosses, 
xmas, 'the,pain and strain of 
everyday survival. Thinking 
ma ybe I should just do waht 
my mother says and conform 
with the rest of the fucking nin­
nies out there.How dare they 
make me feel like 'an outcast in 
there tight assedsociety I'm 
not doing it! Why? Because 
once a month i fall back into 
my norm and dear SLUG you 
are there. I don't mean to be in 
emotional trauma, but I alm ost 
got fired from a dead end job 
because my art depicts a Tarot 
relig ion. Well when your boss 
is on the A list for contributions 
to the LOS, don't ask , don 't tell, 
unl ess you are one of them, let 
them think you are . So much 
for a bonus. 

Freedom of whatever. ! 
love you SLUG. Hope your 
xmas is a good one . Keep on 
keepin on!! th ink this is where I 
go postal now. I don't suppose 
you are in need of an arti st for 
hire? 

GiGi at Artspace 

Hell o Slug
 
(excuse the po liteness)­

Slug is a good thing-it
 
was the first real pu nk mag in
 
Utah Slug is a good th ing-it is
 

. the last pu nk ma g in Utah , 
But... 
1. Punk is dead. It has been' for
 
over a decad e.
 
2. Bile sp ewin g wri ters wi th the 
combined IQ of cow cud are n' t : 
worth reading. 
3. A magazine that runs a se rial 
killer son g w ith sick ly rics, isn' t 
funny, cool, odd or even 
" fucked up :" 
ED: See lasi nuinih'« sciia! killer 
This abuse of free speech 
demeans your pub licatio n. 
Rape is not a funny subject and 
neither are serial killers, for 
that matt er. 
4. If Slug says an ything [ 0 me 
when I pick it up, i t says: "I am 
the voice of d isempowcrme nt. ! 
am the vo ice of failed school­
ing. I am the voice of 
reaction, rather than "ction. 1 
am the voice of tryinF; to be 
cool. ! am the voice of po intless 
abuse. I am the voice of w riters 
without the ba lls to 
att ach their rea l nam es to s to­
ries /reviews. I am the voice of 
empoverished min ds." 
5. With out even oponi ng Slug 'S 
cover, the conten t of ('very 
issu e is clear. Does <1nyont.' 
need to read an oth er CD 
review with th is gee-w hiz 
ope ner: "I go t 'Cr unchy Dea th 
Doctor' from Karen at 
Mainliner Records. Kare n kicks 
ass, thanks for the free posters 
and shit. Too bad the CD didn't 
play wh en J p ut it in my player. 
I tr ied to wipe the puke off of 
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it, but it had dried ." Or this 
body: 
"There hasn't been a band this 
kick ass , since Slayer 's last 
tour." Or this ending: 
"Your hippie ass licks my ball 
sweat, even though this CD 
did~'t play. Thanks to the 
"boys" at Mainliner Records, 
for setting me up." 
6. With each issue , it becomes 
increasingly apparent that Slug 
is about anything, but music. 
With few exceptions, Slug 
writers have neither the 
vocabulary, the background or 
the intellect to write about 
anything other than them­
selves. 
7. Contrary to Slug opinion, 
Salt Lake has a dead local 
scene: not because of 
Morm ons , not because of shit­
ty radio, not because of corpo­
rate sell-out (who's buying?), 
not because of Yuppies, nor 
any other external 
force /group. Salt Lake 's music 
scene is dead, because "the 
scene" is not about music. 

. Until brain dead cretins quit 
going wild for "punk," 
"ska.Y'metal," "grunge," 
"rockabilly," "surf" and'other 
predictable genres, no new 
music will happen in Utah. 
The cliques and cliches need to 
fall. The Beavis-and-Butthead­
"that-band-kicked-my-ass"­
mentality (too prevalent at 
local shows) insures no innov­
ative music will come from 
Utah. Here 's a "secret" few 
people know: Good music (no 
matter what genre) isn 't really 
about sex, drugs and cos­
tumes-these things are sub­
sidiary. Real music is about 
sound-dynamics, rhythms, 
melodies, harmonies, balances, 
imbalances, tones, lyrics, soul, 
work, noise, honesty, synergy, 
mastery, imperfection, fun, 
focus, drift, thinking, living, 
communicating, connecting 
and most importantly, listen­
ing. From [imi Hendrix to John 
Spencer to Daniel Johnston, 
music is about listening-listen­
ing to instruments and 
responding to sounds; listen­
ing to personal and collective 
genius and responding with 

sound. Salt Lake doesn't need 
another "punk" band or anoth­
er "type" of band. Salt Lake 
needs original musicians and 
audiences who are intelligent 
enough to hear them. Listen 
more. Spew less. And for 
Slug's sake, set an earlier dead ­
line, so the writing gets edited. 
The whole point of '90s DIY is 
quality independence. Think in 
these terms, "Is Slug worth the 
newsprint it's printed on?" 

A longtime reader and 
. reluctant fan 
-r-Christian Arial 
Editor, TwitchMagazine/Vocalist 
for some band 
longtwitch@chronicle.lltah.edll 

ED: You 11ITVe got to be 
kidding me. Twitch??? I refuse 
to have a discussion about 
your little newsletter, but as 
far as your other comments, I 
will tell you what I tell them 
all. STOP READING THE 
MAGAZINE THEN!! If you 
have it all figured out then 
what do yOIl need us for? If 
you are such an expert on 
what the music scene needs 
why don 't you do it? Because 
you don't have the talent? 
Does your band Slick so bad 
that you are too much of a 
girlscout to tell liS all who 
theu are? 
"Salt Lake's music scene is dead, 
becallse "the scene" is not abollt 
music.] Salt Lake needs original 
musicians and audiences who are 
in telligent enough to near them" 
Man, you are a genius little 
finger pointing idiot aren 't 
you? I can't count how many 
letters I get from yOIl little 
scene whiners that don't have 
the brains to come lip with an 
original thought, And as far as 
the intellect of our writers, 
well you aren 't even in the . 
same league pal, asyou/' poor­
ly written letter shows. 
Think in these terms... 
groto some balls. 

DEAR DICKHEAD5 

2120 SOUTH 700 . 
EAST SUITE H-200 

S.L.C. UT 84106 . 
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Ever since I was a 
kid, old enough to discern 
thought from babble, every 
once in a while things hap­
pen that make me say to 
myself "What kind of crap is 
this? When did people 
become so incredibly 
stupid?" It seems we live in a 
different world. A world 
where you can no longer tell 
it the way it is, because there 
will be a support group or a 
rights activists group to bitch 
and cry that you have offend­
ed someone and invaded 
there personal situation and 
now they need to confront 
that fear so they can stop 
blaming it all on their parents 
and society, and now they 
need to excorcise the human 
right of not being persecuted 
by hate mongers. Well, screw 
all that! In the words of 
George Carlin... 
"Pre suck my genital situa­
tion" 

Ebonies? .. 
You gotta be kidding me. 
This post modem 90's bull­
shit politically correct bend 
over backwards to not offend 
anyone crap has gone too far. 
You can say whatever you 
want, you can quote whatev­
er idiot expert on urban lan­
guage, you can feel sorry for 
whatever group of kids you 
want, but one fact remains 
true. There is only one form 
of the English language. 
PROPER ENGLISH! Yes 
there are variations, dialects, 
whatever. Teaching a form of 
English that contradicts prop­
er English is teaching kids 
that it is alright to speak 
incorrectly. 'Axe' is not a 
viable substitute for 'ask'. 
Saying "He goin to the 
store" is wrong. 

Using 'da' instead of 'the' is 
wrong. Period. There is no 
other side to look at it from, 
it is just wrong. Ebonies is 
slang street language, that is 
all. It stems from ignorance 
and the improper use of 
grammar. It is sad enough 
that almost half the people in 
this country either can't spell, 
can't write, or cannot form a 
proper sentence. And if Tony 
Cook (Oakland Board of 
Education) gets her way, no 
teacher will ever correct a 
student who speaks improp­
erly, because it "degrades the 
child's family". That, my 
friends is bullshit. Children 
need to be corrected. It is 
called growing up. Teaching 
black children that it is 
alright to speak poorly 
because that's how they talk 
in their neighborhood is an 
appalling irresponsible act 
that parents should not put 
up with. Teachers are turning 
their kids into second class 
citizens who will not be able 
to function as an adult when 
they have to find a job in a 
society that thinks they are 
stupid. That is a fact. The 
first impression you can 
make on a potential employ­
er, is how well you commu­
nicate. Ebonies will not pre­
pare these kids for anything 
in the real world, except fail­
ure and rejection. Oh yeah, 
your tax dollars will be used 
to teach this great little mix­
ture of 'Ebony & Phonics' 
(really clever). The real ques­
tion is when will someone 
stand up and call bullshit on 
the proponents of this scam 
and put an end to it before it 
starts. 

:3 SLUG
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You've read the rundown on the 
year in the other rags. The Private Eye 
sat around in front of their computer 
screens reviewing records because they 
missed most of the good shows. The Salt 
Lake Tribune had Lori Buttars write a 
piece which mentioned Bluffstock. Lori 
Buttars was the only local writer to 
attend Bluffstock, she was also the only 
writer to interview both Styx and John 
Tesh. No one else was stupid enough. 
What was actually cool about last year? 
Was it the tedious hippie shows at Wolf 
Mountain? I think not. Was it the return 
to the '60s and '70s Buttars wasted so 
much newsprint on? Again, I think not. 
What was cool in '96? 

How about the Madball riot at 
Spanky's?1 guess there won 't be any 
more all age shows at that place. How 
about Girls Against Boys at the Bar and 
Grill? Did you see the Misfits at Bricks? 
Jon Spencer and Railroad Jerk at DV8? 
Social Distortion at DV8, John 
Hammond and Duke Robillard at Red 
Butte or Neurosis at DV8? How about 
that Big Ass Show and Beck? Or what 
about the punk rock extravaganza of the 
year - The Vans Warped Tour. The 
Butthole Surfers and Gibby's bad mood? 
The Reverend Horton Heat twice? 
Tenderloin at least three or four times? 
The Flat Duo Jets? The Slayer riot? Royal 

Mighty Blue Kings who 
both played at the 
Zephyr? Monster Mike 
Welch or Palace? The 
complete absurdity of 
the Rage Against The 
Machine show. Garage 
Party Tres with the 
Nomads and the Mono 
Men . Go ahead and 
praise the record Frosty, 
I saw them play and I 
also saw Japanese noise 
merchants Ultrabide. 
Core, Clutch and 
Orange 9mm in an old 
church? Cibo Mato? 7 
Year Bitch twice? Ani 
Difranco, Catie Curtis, 
Les Thugs, the Fixtures, 
the Buzzcocks, Catfish 
Keith , the Meices twice, 
Tribe 8 - the best shows 
were in the clubs with a 
few at more respectable 

venues - the Smokin' Grooves tour at 
Wolf Mountain, the Bluegrass Festival in 
Park City? 

Who cares if thousands of peo­
ple read the Salt Lake Tribune and 
believe that the Private Eye is cutting 
edge. We know better and yeah, while 
we didn't catch all the "good" shows we 
did see enough to believe that '96 was a 
pretty good year for live music in Salt 
Lake. Support the clubs and the local 
musicians, even if you hate most of the 
stupid bastards. 1hey're doing it for the 
kids. Ha, ha, ha, ha, ha, and so is Elvis 
Christ. 

1996
 
THE YEAR IN YOUR
 

REAR...
 

Well, if it seems like I wait for 
the other writers in town to make asses 
of themselves and then make fun of 
them... I DO! It's so easy and it fits in 
with my SLUG salary. 

Here's some rules to live by. If 
all the brain trusts at the Private Eye & 
The Event like it, it probably sucks. "Uh 
Beck is cool, uh old school, uh I'll buy 
anything" That's why before buying a 

shitty CD you should listen to it first at 
some place like my Record Store of the 
Year - Salt City CDs. Yes they over 
categorize everything, but still have that 
old record store vibe. 

When I think of all the club gigs ' 
and small shows last year I feel like I 
should be awarding an Idiot of the Year 
but... Show of the Year - Psyclone 
Rangers w/Decomposers @ Spankys, 
No doubt the most rockin night all year. 
Poser garage rock bands need not apply, 
this was the real jake . 

Although I agree with the other 
SLUG hacks that radio free Utah means 
Utah is free of any radio stations, I have 
a little softy in my heart for Monday 
Night KRCL as Best Radio Station X96 
is disco, and everyone else is either bad 
80's rock or the C word...country 

Local bands?, hmm local bands, 
local bands. All local bands suck because 
the audience isn't intelligent enough to 
listen to anything cool, (eat me 
Christian) however if I had to pick the 
Best Local Band of 96 - PCP Berzerker. 
Why? Only one reason. They Rock. 
Period. End of discussion. 

Well I suppose I should award 
some kind of print media thing other 
than best writer of the year, (me!) but 
what can you do when you have Private 
Eye, Event & Grid all slugging it out to 
see who is the biggest moron on paper. 
So for a real fair award, go with the low­
est common denominator. Worst Grid 
Issue of 96 - too tough to cal', All of 
them are full of outdated record reviews, 
fads are us, and rehashed articles that 
appeared here in SLUG a year before! 

Now we can talk about art. 
Everyone has an opinion, sure but this is 
a no brainer. Best Blue Boutique Ad ­
March 96 More piercing than a Ben 
Fulton commentary, and somehow sexy! 

I suppose that I could name 
every damn thing that happened last 
year & stick a tag on it, but then that 
would be a Private Eye best of. The fact 
is we live in mundanesville, so if any­
thing cool happens, it's cool. As far as 
art, street fairs, or anything that would 
qualify Salt Lake as a real city... That is 
never gonna happen until we change 
them silly drinking laws, lose the foofty 
underwear and spend a little money on 
something besides Pioneer Day. 

-lONNY BELVIN 
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There we re over 21,000 titles released on CD 
during 1996 and I doubt that the number includes 
the literally thousands of "locals only" releases . 
There is no wa y in hell that anyone could listen to 
all 21,000 and pick the ten best. Just like I d id last 
year I'll pick SO that I listened to and liked. Anyone 
claiming 1996 was a "weak" release year must be 
employed by one of the "near bankrupt" retail 
chains. 

Dmegranat e
 
Torc;her
 

Vision Of Disorder
 
Mermen
 

The Goopa
 
Auteohre
 
Doo Rag
 

The Cows
 
Delta 72
 

Orange 9 mm
 
Red Aunt s
 
Downeet
 

EarthCrieis
 
Godflesh
 

Trioky.
 
The PI ~aeure Pucker 

Creedle 
Jon &The 

Nightridere 
The Halibuts 

High 
Ra 0 do 

Jlml't1~ S urr 
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