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LGBTQ+ Pride Issue: June is the month for self-
love, acceptance and the most fabulous of person-
alities. We’re honoring the best in Utah’s LGBTQ+ 
community, whether on the streets to capture a sto-
ry or in the pages of the best queer-themed books. 
SLUG illustrator Kit Cactus (@kitcactusart) gives 
a cozier side to Pride with this bookshelf holding 
mementos from the different stories we covered. 
Check out the queer bookstore review on pg. 24-25.

DISCLAIMER: SLUG Magazine does not necessarily maintain the same opinions as those found in our content. Content is property of SLUG Magazine—please do not use without written permission.
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Just like her name suggests, Joy Nelson is a 
“joy” to have in the office. With a constant 
smile and a go-get’em personality to boot, 
Nelson’s up-to-date knowledge on what’s 
trending adds the necessary pizazz to every post 
and video on our social media. Thanks for all your hard work, Joy!

Cool, calm and collected (with a few 
SpongeBob adlibs thrown in), Braxtyn Birrell 
is always a pleasure to work with. Between 
chasing the performing arts and her precise 
writing, having many roles is Birrell’s bread and 
butter. Check out her interview with Cougar Camp and Couture on pg. 26.
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(Clockwise from top) Sappho SLC is jumping in the ring 
with Rosa Rica, D, La Papussy Peligrosa, Dolores Muerta, 
Luna Sol and Shortcake the Clown.

With burlesque and wrestling in perfect 

harmony, Sappho SLC is taking the gloves 

off with Sappho After Dark.

ple of this was their previous Magic Masc 
event, a sapphic parody of Magic Mike. 

Sappho After Dark held one of its first 
sapphic wrestling events in mid-March 
called Noche De Lucha at Metro Music Hall, 
with the help of The Lucha Project, an estab-
lished organization that introduces DIY 
wrestling into spaces where typical wres-
tling wouldn’t happen. Miss Paradise, a 
wrestler who has been in the wrestling 
scene for almost 14 years, helped with the 
training ahead of the event.

“They [luchadores] came in about once a 
week for two months, and they did little 
workshops where we taught them how to 
be safe in the ring; the ring isn’t as forgiv-
ing as some people think it is, so we just 
wanted to make sure they were familiar in 
that space and taking care of their bodies,” 
Paradise says. The night was full of chants, 
community and queerness as eight sapphic 
luchadores competed for prizes such as the 
golden strap and silver scissors. There were 
also go-go dancers, BIPOC vendors, DJs 
and, of course, it isn’t Sappho SLC without a 
burlesque performance. 

Sappho SLC is Utah’s first sapphic 
burlesque production focused on sapph-
ics experiencing and learning more about 
the art of burlesque, with emphasis on 
the need for more BIPOC performers in 
Utah. “I want to create a home in Utah for 
sapphics where it doesn’t feel like we’re in 
Utah,” mother of its creation and Venezu-
ela native Luna Sol says. “We are unapol-
ogetically centering BIPOC individuals, 
voices and experiences, but also [creat-
ing] an acceptable space where people can 
come and enjoy events.”

Sol had a dream for Utah’s BIPOC and 
queer communities alike to be able to feel 
seen and heard in safe spaces of their own. 
In sapphic burlesque, these queer perform-
ers focus on self-love while emphasizing 
the importance and inclusivity of bodies of 
all shapes and sizes to be the center of atten-
tion and to unapologetically take up space. 
Burlesque is performative, but also polit-
ical, challenging norms centered around 
sexuality, gender and the patriarchy while 
reclaiming ownership of one’s body image. 

“We focus a lot on daytime events, and then 
there is Sappho After Dark, where we decide 
to take a leap and make things naughti-
er, taking chances, taking challenges,” Sol 
says. Sol describes how Sappho After Dark 
takes hetero spaces, themes and concepts 

and makes them sapphic. A good exam-

By: Litzi Estrada  |  litzi1230@gmail.com
Photos by Victoria Hills

Rosa Rica, the co-host of the night, had 
led the matches with her charismatic wit 
and resonant presence. Rica helped the 
luchadores dive more into themselves to 
choose their fighters and learn about the 
history of luchalibre. “Cultural apprecia-
tion over cultural appropriation; we wanted 
them to feel confident over choosing their 
characters and exploring them,” Rica says.

Afterwards, the luchadores’ personalities 
came to light with names like La Papussy 
Peligrosa, Dolores Muerta, Poundcake, 
Shortcake the Clown, Titanium T Girl 
and Transmutation X.  “It was beautiful to 
see people stay ‘til the very end of the finale. 
I was crying for the second half of the event 
because my body was releasing everything. 
I lost sleep because it took a lot of work to 
do this. We have to navigate so much as an 
event producer,” Sol says.

Sol had given her blood, sweat and tears and 
had even injured her ankle just before the 
event began. In the end, it was all worth it 
as the entire event had completely sold out, 
with people still in line trying to get through 
the door and a waitlist of over 60 people. 

Burlesque is good for the soul; not only 
does it heal, but it also brings communi-
ties of queer and marginalized folk to take 
pride in themselves. Thank you, Sappho 
SLC for your fervor in keeping our sapphic 
communities united through education 
and body positivity. Follow @sapphoslc to 
keep up with future events and to stay up 
to date with their beloved performers. 



Our Third Space to Skate

Derby

Tucked into the edges of Salt Lake 
City’s industrial area is a largely 
worn warehouse. I excitedly walk 
around with the address in hand, 
hunting for the space that the 
Wasatch Roller Derby resides in. 

I get the butterflies I usually 
get when I’m looking for an 
underground event, and surely 
enough, I hear music pumping in 
the distance to tell me I’m in the 
right place. It’s “The The Empty” 
by Le Tigre that’s playing when I 
arrive. 

Across from me is the captain of the 
B team. Furious George, she calls 
herself, as many other teammates 
come up with their own playful 
names like Menstrual Psycho and 
Off the Rails.

It is the sounds of roller skates 
scraping and carving, bodies 
crashing into each other and 
someone laughing in the distance 
that catch my attention. Almost like 
the gravitational pull you feel from a 
mosh pit, I want to get up and jump 
in. It doesn’t feel like any traditional 
sport but more so a community 
home that I wished I belonged to 
when I was younger. 

“I graduated college then I moved 
back here — I was looking for queer 
community and looking for some way 
to get involved in an activity outside 
of work. So I really wanted to try it out 
and said, ‘Hell yeah,’” George says. 

“In the Derby Depot, we actually have 
a few different leagues, like Beehive 
Skate Revolution and Uinta Madness. 
Wasatch Roller Derby is the one that 
I play for,” George explains, noting 
that this venue isn’t just a home to 
her league but to many others as well. 
Some of them (like Uinta Madness) 
didn’t even exist until this space was 
created. It’s a beehive of some sort that 
pollinates other flowers to grow.

“We’ve had this space since 2009, 
and before that, I don’t actually 
know if we had a venue. We were 
probably just at a rec center,” George 
says. “Nationally, there might be six 
derby leagues that have their own 
space like we do. When you talk to 
leagues from other states and you 
tell them that you have your own 
space, they’re like, ‘Oh my God, you 

Wasatch

By Nadia Valentine
dianavela413@gmail.com

The Wasatch Roller Derby is crashing through with a space for acceptance and community.

have your own space!’ And I think, 
‘Oh my God… we’re so lucky to 
have what we have.’”

“There are not a lot of competitive 
sports that are queer-coded. Roller 
derby has a lot of punk, feminist and 
queer gender roots. So it attracts a 
lot of people who are trying to find 
community,” George says. “These 
people are my family. Between our 
A and B team, we have like 35-ish 
people. There’s a jammer, a block and 
pivot… there’s different vibes to every 
position. It’s good to have different 
types of people. You shouldn’t stop 
yourself from trying a different 
position if you really want to — don’t 
box yourself into a category.” 

My eyes widen when George says, 
“We’re funded by the [two] sponsors 

that we have — but we’re pretty much funded by ourselves. 
I don’t know if you’ve heard this, but we’re losing our 
venue. We are having to move June 30.” She explains 
that the owners of the space are wanting to expand their 
business. “It really hurts. It’s not easy having to move out of 
a place you [have] called home.”

“We’re having to band together more than ever because 
of our future and stay positive. The best thing you can do 
is come to our games. We love having people to support 
us like our dedicated fans. We have fundraisers and 
merch you can buy. We’re looking for new sponsors to 
support us and a venue within our budget. So we’re all 
ears if anyone knows about that,” George says. 

“We have to stand together with our queer athletes in 
sports,” George says. “Even though a space is important, 
it’s the people, the friends and the skills that you take 
with you that matter. It doesn’t matter where you are.”

Want to get involved with the Wasatch Roller Derby 
league? Find them on Instagram at @wasatchrollerderby.
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By Grace Simpson•simpson.ograce@gmail.com  |  Photo by Coleman AndersenPhoto by Coleman Andersen

Jessica Wainwright and Linamar 
Monslave, a married couple in the 
LGBTQ+ community, have known 
from the beginning that they 
wanted to be mothers. As they 
explored different paths to 
parenthood, they attended 
a Mother’s Day event at 
Utah’s Hogle Zoo in 2023 
where they entered a 
giveaway for IVF treat-
ments. Instead of IVF, 
they found themselves 
in conversation with a 
representative from Utah 
Foster Care (UFC). The 
more they learned about the 
need for foster families and 
the children in need of support, 
the more fostering felt like the 
right choice. “We thought, ‘Well, 
this isn’t what we imagined for 
ourselves originally,’” Wainwright 
says, “but we couldn’t get it out of 
our heads. We just knew it was the 
right thing for us.”

After licensing and training, 
both Wainwright and Monslave 
had their first placement in 2024. 
“[Fostering] is one of those things 
where you learn as you go, even 
though you’re trained for it, and 
you know you’re prepared as much 
as you can be,” Wainwright says. 
While the primary goal of foster 
care is reunification with biolog-
ical families, some children are 
adopted when that is ultimately 
the best path for them. Wainwright 
and Monslave adopted their son, 
who was also their first placement 
in 2024. Now, they are also able to 
foster his biological siblings, help-
ing maintain important family 
connections while embracing the 
joy of being his parents.

Nationally, one in three youth in 
foster care identify as a member of 
the LGBTQ+ community, and there 
is a need for support and uncondi-
tional love. “Someone said, ‘If you 
cannot accept a child who comes 

(L-R) Linamar Monslave and 
Jessica Wainwright are enjoying 

parenthood with the help of Utah 
Foster Care

out as gay, lesbian or trans, then this is probably not the 
best route for you,’” Wainwright says about a training 
she attended. Utah Foster Care offers ample support and 
education for foster parents to ensure the youth are placed 
in safe environments. 

Being members of the community themselves, Wainwright 
and Monslave were prepared to love any child that came 
into their home.“My wife grew up in Venezuela, and she 
had experiences that weren’t positive when she came out,” 
Wainwright explains. “My experience [coming out] was 
very positive. I can use my positive experience, and she 
can use her not-so-positive experience, and we can come 
together and say, ‘How can we be the best parents?’”

To people who are considering becoming foster parents, 
Monslave has beautiful advice. “Do it. But take away your 
expectations of how you think this foster child should be, 
who you think they should become, how you think they 
should act and behave and what you think parenting 
them is going to look like,” she says. “If you do happen to 
have a child who comes out as LGBTQ+, please take away 
any past beliefs, prejudices or expectations that you’re 
putting on kids. If you can lead with love and treat them 
with love, foster care is absolutely for you.”

Utah Foster Care is a private 501(c)(3) created by the Utah 

legislature in 1999. The nonprofit 
works to recruit, train and nurture 
foster families across the state 
while supporting them through 
donor-funded programs and 
resources. Prospective foster parents 
complete training that prepares 
them for the realities of foster care. 
After families are licensed, UFC 
continues to provide mentorship, 
support groups and educational 
workshops, so families never feel 
alone in the process.

Since 1999, Utah Foster Care has 
found and instructed over 16,650 
families, helping create safe and 
supportive homes for children 
throughout Utah. There are nearly 
1,700 children in foster care in Utah, 
and fewer than 800 foster families. 
There is an urgent demand for more 
people to join Utah Foster Care in 
their mission to help youth in need. 
If you are interested in learning 
more or being a positive influence in 
a child’s life, visit utahfostercare.org. 
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I never know what to expect when it comes to prying open someone’s wardrobe. From garments and galoshes galore, to orna-
ments and oddities, every closest crack feels like the rediscovery of an ancient Egyptian pharaoh — especially when the subject is 
art scene royalty. Stashed away behind “The Breath House” and in communion of all things creative, the renaissance woman Stevie 
Shock runs laps with multiple mitts in modeling, art installations, festival production, clinical psychology and MANY more skills 
under her “traded off” belt. An entire house tour was warranted with a six-page spread just about her artistic background, but I 
came here to ask one simple question: “What’s in your closet?”

The Doll Head Top:

Victoria’s secret is Toy Story’s nightmare! Quite eye-catching, this corset is only the 
tip to Shock’s many ways to recreate a style all her own. “Travel has helped me with 
my inspiration,” Shock says. “You see outfits that are so eclectic and incredible with 
different kinds of materials — you just never think about how someone can use 
different items to make an outfit. I come home with a lot of inspiration.”

The Knitted Luchador Mask:

One crazed night on the high of a Mardi Gras celebration in The Bayou State, Shock 
stumbled upon this teal, plaid jester face cover outside a bar. While wearing the 
mask amongst her crew of 20+ artists, the piece became a memento of Shock’s 
mantra that all art should be shared. “Trading your art is something that can expand 
community connection ... It’s a way to make clothing and art less consumable.”

The Multipurpose Fur Coat:

If you’ve caught Shock out in the urban wild, there’s a good chance you’ve seen 
her wearing one of her fur jackets. “I would describe my style as textured cre-
ativity in combination with thrifted gems and whimsy.” Whether it’s a formal 
dinner with a few mob bosses or a nicely set dinner at In-N-Out Burger, Shock 
knows how to enter a room.

The Festival Stompers: 

Currently antiqued with a thin layer of desert dust, these heavy metal platforms 
are go-to boots when it comes to roaming any festival. Shock reflects that many of 
these secluded gatherings have had a huge impact on her creativity. “I would say 
the Burning Man scene has really influenced my style greatly,” Shock says. “ Build-
ing outfits … that was the true way of expressing yourself through wearable art.”

The Figure Skater Outfit:

It might not be the first pick for a party outfit, but that’s the way Shock likes it! This 
bedazzled black and magenta number stands a reflection of Shock’s constant mental 
process of reusing outfits for the most special of occasions. “Things that are out there 
and kind of crazy…blending costumes with what’s appropriate for whatever event, 
you can truly show people to push the boundaries of what’s able to be acceptable.”

The Full Pride Gitup: 

As if Stevie Nicks was casted into Joseph and The Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, 
this outfit is a genuine pick when it comes to strolling the streets this Pride month. 
However for Shock, the most prideful outfit you wear is the one that truly represents 
yourself. “Wear what makes you happy!” Shock says. “Clothing can be sacred in a 
lot of ways. The experience you have in them stays with the clothes.”

By Alton Barnhart  •  altonboy2009@gmail.com   ||   Photos by Jovvany Villalobos
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FINDING COMMUNITY ON THE TRAIL
A Look at SLC Sapphic Hikers

By Maren Smith • marensmithwrites@gmail.com 

Founders Vanessa Vazquez Gonzalez (left) and Stephanie LaFontaine (right), with 
Jennifer Lemon (middle) are trekking for community with SLC Sapphic Hikers.

Photo: D
erek Brad

Photo: D
erek Brad

For many, hiking has become part of the 
rhythm of life in Utah — a go-to way to 
pass time and connect with nature. But 
for the SLC Sapphic Hikers, it represents 
something larger: a pathway to commu-
nity, connection and belonging. 

The group was founded about a year 
ago by Vanessa Vazquez Gonzalez and 
Stephanie LaFontaine, enthusiastic hik-
ers who noticed a gap in the outdoor 
community. “We were looking around 
and realized there wasn’t a hiking group 
where lesbian, sapphic-adjacent, trans and 
non-binary people really felt safe to hike,” 
Gonzalez explains. Rather than waiting 
for that space to appear, the two women 
took it upon themselves to create it. 

When it comes to their core mission, 
LaFontaine puts it plainly: “We want 
everyone to come and feel accepted and 
seen and safe in a space where they can 
just be themselves.” For Gonzalez, this 
objective was shaped by her own experi-

What began as a single hike has evolved 
into a community of support systems, 
friendships and even romance. “Hon-
estly, I think a lot of the welcoming 
atmosphere of the group comes from 
the natural ability of women to com-
municate and connect,” notes Jennifer 
Lemon, the group’s social media manag-
er. That openness shows up immediately 
on the trail, and by the end of each hike 
complete strangers leave with newfound 
friends and plans to see each other again. 

With LaFontaine and Gonzalez coming 
from Indigenous and Mexican back-
grounds, respectively, their relationship 
to nature plays a central role in shaping 
the group’s identity and mission. “It’s 
really important for both of us to feel 
grounded and connected to the Earth,” 
Gonzalez says. “Sometimes, there’s just 
so much noise in my head. But listen-
ing to the birds and feeling the wind in 
my hair, I feel okay. I can work through 
things that I couldn’t process before.”

As the group continues to grow, both found-
ers have been prompted to reflect on what 
it all means long term. For LaFontaine, it’s 
about creating the kind of space she wish-
es had existed earlier in her life — and one 
that her children can feel comfortable in. 
For Gonzalez, the legacy is both personal 
and political. In a time when queer rights 
can feel uncertain, she sees the group as a 
form of resistance and visibility. “We are still 
here,” she says, “and we are going to domi-
nate these spaces.” 

With several events planned for June, 
including hikes on June 3 and 18 and 
a Pride Month social on June 26, the 
group continues to offer new ways to get 
involved. For those looking to connect and 
exist a little more freely outdoors, the invi-
tation is clear: There’s a place for you here. 

To stay up to date on all things sapphic 
hiking, follow @sapphicsonthesummit on 
Instagram!

ence as a queer woman of color who came 
out later in life. “I felt like there wasn’t 
a space for me in the past,” Gonzalez 
explains, “so I really wanted to make this 
group a no-judgement area. We don’t care 
what your background is!”

The group began to took shape when 
Gonzalez created their Instagram 
account, garnering over 100 followers 
in just 24 hours. She used that platform 
to spread the word about their first hike, 
a journey to Red Butte Canyon Overlook. 
When the day of the hike came, the 
group’s organizers were shocked to see 
just how many people arrived. “I thought 
maybe two or three people would show 
up,” Gonzalez reflects, “but when Steph 
and I got there — a few minutes late, of 
course — there was a group of almost 30 
people!” The moment was both surpris-
ing and affirming: The demand for this 
kind of community was already there. 



The Facial Femmes is just the start to 
documenting Ms. Meredith (L) and 

Jenna Tea’s (R) sisterhood and career 
expansion outside of drag together. 

If you’re a resident SLC queer, you prob-
ably have heard of (or seen) local drag 
performers, internet viral stars and SLUG 
alumni, Ms. Meredith and Jenna Tea, 
taking Utah’s queer nightlife by storm. 
Though if you’re not so social media 
inclined, you might’ve missed their 
newest joint endeavor, @thefacialfemmes: 
an Instagram account documenting their 
journey transitioning in real time together, 
with a goal of getting facial feminization 
surgery at the same time along the way. 
The Facial Femmes hope to showcase all 
of this and become a welcoming space for 
all to enter and experience sisterhood.

Ms. Meredith and Jenna Tea are no strang-
ers to internet popularity. Both have 

separately gone viral at different points 
in their drag careers. Meredith went viral 
for a video documenting her life before 
becoming a drag queen: a life where she 
was a BYU student who even went on to 
serve a mission in Ukraine before coming 
out as a gay man and eventually discover-
ing she was transgender. This sparked her 
performing at the LoveLoud Festival here 
in Utah, where she opened for acts like 
David Archuleta and Neon Trees. Jenna 
went viral for a heartwarming video that 
she secretly recorded of her great-grand-
mother Katherine, where she came out as 

transgender and was met with one of the 
most beautiful speeches of love and 
acceptance, which in turn landed her 
The Kelly Clarkson Show and interviews 
with outlets like GMA. With the trac-

tion these two queens were gaining, it 
felt like a no-brainer to join forces. “We’ve 
always been very close friends, but I feel 
like we decided to make it Instagram offi-

cial,” Jenna declares before adding, 
“We noticed that people loved 

seeing us together, so that was 
a big factor in making the 

account together.”    

Friends almost feels 
like an under-

statement when 
Meredith and 

Jenna recount 

their “first official girls’ 
night” together on a trip 
with other local Utah drag 
queens. Meredith shares, “We 
went on the trip, and we were 
both like, ‘We’re different 
than a lot of the other queens 
are.’’’ Jenna adds, “They [the 
other queens] all went out to the gay 
bar, and we stayed in. That was the night 
that we told each other that we thought 
we were both trans.” The Facial Femmes 
is just the start to documenting their 
sisterhood and career expansion outside 
of drag together. “It is such a hard place to 
be trans in the world right now, let alone 
Utah. Why not try and share that and 
open that up?” Meredith says. Videos of 
The Facial Femmes making light of the 
“Trans Agenda” and candidly discussing 
others’ shock to them dating straight men 
have led to the formation of their upcom-
ing podcast, Clock It. “Those were really 
the videos that picked up and did the best 
for us, which is why we started doing the 
podcast,” Jenna explains.

Besides the launch of Clock It and its 
Patreon, which will feature exclu-
sive behind the scenes of not only the 
podcast but of their lives, they also 
have started their very own drag house 
called “Haus of Gloss” featuring a myri-
ad of other local queens in SLC. With all 
this excitement, they don’t forget their 
own personal goals when it comes to 
their transitions. “I think it’s here in the 
phrase ‘protect the dolls,’ and I know it’s 
maybe redundant or feels less interest-
ing to say, but part of that is paying the 
dolls and booking the dolls,” Meredith 
explains. “A lot of that is showing up 
on that front because that is truly what 
helps us get what we need, which is 
gender-affirming care.” You can support 
these dolls by following their Instagram 
@thefacialfemmes for their GoFundMe 
and follow their future endeavors like 
Clock It and @hausgloss. 

By: Yonni Uribe
alliyahyonni5@gmail.com
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By Zoe Zorka
zoezorka25@gmail.com 

Every June, as rainbow flags rise over Salt Lake 
City and the streets fill with celebration, one 
group stands out — not because of the giant 
inflatable dragon, but because of the unmis-
takable warmth they bring wherever they go. 
They are Dragon Dads, a community of fathers 
and caregivers who have transformed their 
own journeys of learning, loving and unlearn-
ing into a powerful force for LGBTQ+ youth.

Founded in 2015, Dragon Dads began with 
a simple but radical mission: help fathers 
become confident, compassionate advocates 
for their LGBTQ+ children. What started as a 
handful of dads walking together in the Pride 
parade has grown into a vibrant network of 
mentors, educators and allies who show up for 
kids who need them and for the parents learn-
ing how to support them.

Vice President Drew Armstrong remembers 
exactly how it began. When his son came 
out as transgender at age three, Armstrong 
and his family were still deeply rooted in 
LDS culture. “We didn’t know how to deal 
with that,” he recalls. “We were looking for 
support, trying to figure out how to give him 
what he needed.” That search led him to other 
fathers navigating the same questions and 
eventually to the idea that dads needed their 
own space — one built on honesty, vulnera-
bility and fierce love. 

“A lot of us are recovering homophobes,” 
Armstrong says. “None of us had done this 
before. But we knew we wanted to learn.”

From that desire grew Dragon Dads: a group 
that welcomes anyone who wants to support 
LGBTQ+ youth, regardless of gender or paren-
tal status, while focusing its outreach on 
fathers who often lack role models for affirm-
ing parenting. Their work centers on educa-
tion, mentorship and connection, helping dads 
understand their children’s experiences and 
build the confidence to advocate for them at 
home, at school and in the community.

Fierce Love, Loud Support and a Fierce Love, Loud Support and a 
Community That Shows UpCommunity That Shows Up
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The Dragon Dads support LGBTQ+ 
youth. (L-R: Rob Reich, Brett Davis, 
Drew Armstrong, Lance Sweeten, 
David Anderson) 
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Board member and events leader Rob Reich 
found Dragon Dads in a very different way 
— on the back of a motorcycle. After being 
invited to ride in the Pride parade to drown 
out protesters, he brought his daughter along. 
The experience changed him. “There was no 
animosity, and everyone was helping each 
other,” he recalls. “It was a whole community 
supporting one another.” 

When he put on a “Free Dad Hugs” shirt, the 
response was overwhelming. Kids, adults, 
elders — people who hadn’t felt a father’s 
embrace in decades — lined up for a moment 
of connection. “People don’t realize the hugger 
gets as much as the person being hugged,” 
Reich says. “It’s powerful.”

This has led to the Dragon Dads’ “free hugs” 
menu — one of their staple offerings at the many 
Pride festivals and other events across the coun-
try that they attend. (The group has attended 15 
this year alone.) Beyond offering hugs, conversa-
tion and a table full of LGBTQ+ stickers that draw 
young people in long enough for a meaningful 
exchange, they ask gentle questions: “Is your dad 
supportive?” “Can we help?” Many kids leave 
with a QR‑coded card to pass along at home.

Some dads eventually show up at the group’s 
monthly Affirming Fathers Breakfast, where 
they discover they’re not alone — and that 
loving their child is not only possible, but trans-
formative. “We want to normalize having an 
LGBTQ+ kid,” Armstrong says. “The only thing 
that really has to change is the parent’s point of 
view. You stop leading the way and start walk-
ing beside them.”

This June, as Salt Lake City celebrates Pride, 
Dragon Dads will be there — fierce, loving and 
impossible to miss. Their message is simple: 
Every child deserves a parent who shows up, 
and every parent deserves a community that 
helps them learn how.

More information about Dragon Dads can be 
found at dragondads.org. 
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I am happy to share with you my recent 
favorite book, Seasons of Glass and 
Iron, a short story fantasy collection 
by Amal El-Mohtar, which features 
reimagined fairy tales, speculative 
fiction and beautiful lyrical poetry that 
is centered on queer love, women’s 
friendships, solidarity and bonds. You 
do not want to skip the prologue in 
this gorgeous book, where El-Mohtar 
shares her 15-year retrospective jour-

ney of these stories and the connec-
tions made, particularly about women 
and the celebration and love for them. 
Absolutely gorgeous! 

It will warm your heart, make you 
smile, make you mad, make you cry 
and bring cognizant awareness and 
empathy to the consequences of sense-
less wars. Hugs!

The Entanglement of Rival Wizards by 
Sara Raasch was one of my top reads 
of 2025. This book has the perfect 
ratio of plot dedicated to them being 
both enemies and lovers. Sebastian 
and Thio’s banter is top-notch, and 
the evolution of their relationship 
feels very well-paced and authentic. 
Raasch’s books always have a great 
mix of humor and heart, but she real-
ly outdid herself with Sebastian and 

Thio’s story. I almost never cry when 
reading, but there were a few moments 
in the last quarter of this book that had 
me teary-eyed. Overall, however, the 
vibe of the book is very romcom-y and 
is full of queer joy and romance. This 
book is the first in a set of D&D-in-
spired, interconnected standalones. So 
if you love it, be sure to check out The 
Fake Divination Offense when it comes 
out on May 19! 

The Everlasting is a subtle book with many 
stories in one: two people living many 
lives and a romance between a towering 
lady knight and a small historian man. 
The book shows us how to find ourselves 
amidst the tangled web of propaganda 
that our fascist society threads through 
our culture. Owen is obsessed with Una 
Everlasting, the knight whose story is the 
rock upon which Owen’s nation is built. 
He finds himself thrown back through 

time to quest with Una herself — tasked 
with correcting her and perfecting her 
legend — all to inspire his nation to fight 
a never-ending war. Through life after life 
with each other, they slowly remember 
their true selves and their love for each 
other. This is truly a book for our time: an 
epic about the power of how mythology 
can keep a nation enthralled to fascism 
can be reclaimed through the strength of 
community, healing and love. 

One of the greatest acts of resistance and joy is reading, especially when it comes to LGBTQ+ literature. You don’t need an English degree 
to know the power of a deeply resonant story that makes you feel seen. No matter how many of our stories are banned, we’ll be here any-

Reviewed and photo by Kenzie 
Lombard, Lovebound Library

Reviewed and photo by 
Annie Pagett of  
1974 Bookstore

Reviewed by Orion Enceladus and 
Raelle Westwind, Legendarium Books 
Photo: Gabriel Kogami

THE ENTANGLEMENT OF 
RIVAL WIZARDS  by Sara Raasch

SEASONS OF IRON AND GLASS
by Amal El-Mohtar

THE EVERLASTING 
by Alix E. Harrow

Bookstores are a place of refuge for many, 
and for the queer community, their role 
has been especially profound. How Queer 
Bookshops Changed the World is a cele-
bration and loving tribute to the impact 
queer bookstores have made through-
out the years. With a mix of thoroughly 
researched history, anecdotes and witty 
storytelling, the book shows how queer 
bookstores have acted as community 
connectors, health information centers, 

publishing houses, safe havens and cele-
brations of queer joy — acknowledging 
their continued importance. Both intimate 
and expansive in scope, this book is essen-
tial reading for anyone interested in queer 
history as well as anyone interested in the 
global impact books and bookshops have 
on culture. We recommend this book as 
an homage to the  resilience of those who 
came before us and as a lesson in how we 
can continue to grow and evolve. 

After acquiring an interest in both West-
ern and LDS history, I wondered why a 
religion focused on love and communi-
ty would exclude people trying to chase 
those exact things. This is what Gary M. 
Watts grapples with in Rainbow Letters. 
Watts’ struggle with faith and the love 
for his son highlights just how stuck the 
Church is in its ways. When Craig was 
ex-communicated for coming out to his 
bishop, Watts was heartbroken. What 

followed was a series of letters writ-
ten to church leaders, pleading to have 
compassion for the queer members of the 
Church. Some responses cite doctrine to 
justify bigotry, some share Watts’ frustra-
tions and some don’t respond at all. The 
Church provides a strong community 
for its members. There are many queer 
members who deserve that platform and 
all the love that comes with it. That’s why 
Watts is still fighting for his son today. 

How to Lose a Goblin in Ten Days by 
Jessie Sylva is the kind of cozy fantasy 
that leaves you with all the warm fuzz-
ies. It’s charming and funny, with just 
the right amount of sass, sweetness and 
cottagecore magic. 

The romance feels sweet and genuine, 
and underneath all the cozy vibes is a 
really sweet story about acceptance, 
community and finding joy in unex-
pected places. Honestly, it just made me 
happy to read. 

way: living, breathing, adventuring, fighting fascism, falling in love (or not), being cozy, learning our history and crying over poetry. For 
all that magic and more, here are some queer books highly recommended by your trusty local bookstores:

Reviewed and photo by 
Apollo Frenzel,  
Weller Book Works

Reviewed by Kaitlyn Mahoney, 
Under the Umbrella

Reviewed and photo by Megan 
Andrus, The Pumpkin Cottage 
Photo: Gabriel Kogami

RAINBOW LETTERS
by Gary M. Watts

HOW QUEER BOOKSHOPS 
CHANGED THE WORLD by A.J. West

HOW TO LOSE A GOBLIN 
IN TEN DAYS  by Jessie Sylva

Rainbow Recommendations From Your Friendly Neighborhood BookstoresRainbow Recommendations From Your Friendly Neighborhood Bookstores



take anyone. It’s typically BYU and UVU 
students, but there are no requirements to 
join. Many shows are even targeted toward 
first-time performers, like an open mic for 
drag. Cougar Camp and Couture leans into 
the DIY vibes and is a great opportunity for 
local performers to hone their skills. Each 
member started out as an amateur but has 
grown so much due to their involvement in 
the group. Coins gives the example of learn-
ing how to mix her own tracks, as opposed 
to simply lip-syncing songs off Spotify at the 
beginning of her career.

One of the hardest things for Cougar Camp 
and Couture to balance is walking the line 
between getting enough publicity to draw 
people to their shows and maintaining 
enough privacy so as not to attract atten-
tion from the wrong people. “It’s harder 
for people to threaten us when they don’t 
know we exist, but that makes it harder 
for us to find our audience,” Heels reveals. 
That negative attention has come in the 
form of Heels being doxxed by a member 
of an alt-right organization and Coins’ 
mission departure being delayed. Due 
to this, they choose to keep the loca-
tion of their performances secret to 
the public, but those interested in 
attending can DM their Insta-
gram @cougarcampandcouture 
for more information. 

phenomenon that can only connect with 
our audience because it’s so specific.”

Bridging that gap between religious and 
queer communities was not the only need 
Heels hoped to address with Cougar Camp 
and Couture. Because drag performances 
are often held in bars, she noticed that many 
of the most talented drag performers in the 
area were unable to participate because they 
were under 21. While members must be at 
least 18, Cougar Camp and Couture shows 
allow more college students to perform and 
members of all ages to join the audience. 
Coins reminisces on a young girl who was 
taken to one of the shows and asked to take 
a picture afterwards. “It was so cute to see a 
parent exposing their child to a queer, joyous 
space,” she says. 

The transition of leadership from found-
er (Heels) to current organizer (Coins) 
was seamless, as Coins returned from her 
mission right around the same time Heels 
moved away for grad school. Coins is the 
only member still active since the very first 
show, but Jack of Shades and Maybelline 
Mayhem have been involved almost as long, 
with Salina Marina and Corvo Blazar being 
a recent addition to the team. 

While there are consistently returning 
members of the group, they are glad to 

For local drag queens Charity Heels and 
Colette Coins, staying faithful and express-
ing your true self do not have to exist in 
alternate realities. That overlap of identi-
ty was why Heels founded Cougar Camp 
and Couture, the most active drag collec-
tive in the Provo/Orem area. “As an active 
member of the Church, I can go to a space 
where it’s gay, but I’m in charge of it, so 
being ex-Mormon is not an expectation,” 
Heels explains. No matter the current 
status, religious trauma is something every 
queer person in Utah has experienced, and 
the topic is both open for discussion within 
the group and showcased in their perfor-
mances. 

One of Heels’ favorite memories is of Coins 
preparing for a show while doing her 
mission prep homework. “You had lash 
glue in one hand and the Book of Mormon in 
the other,” Heels laughs. She calls Cougar 
Camp and Couture a “bridge-building 
space,” offering a means of catharsis for 
those experiencing a difficult relationship 

with Mormonism. Heels loves to study 
the queer-religious intersect, explain-

ing, “You’re not going to go to a drag 
show in another state and see piec-

es performed to songs from Sons 
of Provo or Saturday’s Warrior. 

Outside of a cathartic expe-
rience, this is a subcultural 

By Braxtyn Birrell | braxtynb101@gmail.com

Cougar Camp and Couture is a bridge-building space for those balancing a relationship with their 
queer identity and Mormonism.  (L-R: Salina Marina, Colette Coins, Corvo Blazar) Ph
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On the front steps of The Boiler Room in 
downtown Salt Lake City, I first heard of 
the music genre “conscious pop.” I heard 
about it while being told an anecdote about 
a Die Shiny fan who had approached the 
band’s lead vocalist and bassist, Callie 
Crofts, saying, “I feel like I want to call 
your genre conscious pop.” While they do 
identify with and have adopted the genre 
“conscious pop,” Crofts, who uses they/
she/he pronouns, describes the band’s 
sound as electro pop with a “punk ethos.”

“Punk is this gateway thing into what-
ever our brand is,” they say. “I’m kind of 
fiery and political and … [I have] stopped 
being afraid of being that, regardless of 
the genre that we’re in.” Crofts told me this 
while wearing a shirt that read “Your taxes 
fund terror.” It was clear to me why fans 
perceive the band as “conscious pop,” and 
why Die Shiny claims the genre with pride.

The band doesn’t aim to create music within 
any specific genre. Rather, Crofts describes 
Die Shiny’s sound as “just a bit of every-
thing.” “We’re a bunch of weirdos,” she says. 
“We’re just neurodivergent, ADHD, angry, 
cute people who sing about what matters.”

In addition to Crofts, the band consists of 
four others: Zac Bryant (Crofts’ partner 
and the band’s audio engineer) on drums 
and vocals, Matt Wiley on guitar, Caleb 

Wall on keys and vocals and Carolyn 
Schmitz on vocals. Crofts and Bryant also 
serve as the band’s producers.

Crofts cites several artists as inspiration 
for Die Shiny’s music, including Hayley 
Williams, DAMAG3, Nine Inch Nails, The 
Neighborhood Kids, Kneecap and Gorillaz. 
“I’ve had a lot of favorite [artists] in the 90s 
pop and rock world,” Crofts says. “In the last 
few years, I’m finding myself struggling to 
enjoy artists who are not anti-fascist.”

Politics and music go hand in hand for 
Die Shiny. The band first overtly explored 
political themes in their 2024 single, “The 
Fountain.” “The Fountain was the first 
[time where] I am openly, admittedly 
talking politics,” Crofts says. “I was a little 
scared, and some of my fans were a little 
uncomfortable … Some friends were like, 
‘Oh, you’re shooting yourself in the foot.’ 
And I was like, ‘I don’t give a fuck.’”

Political themes have remained preva-
lent in Die Shiny’s newest EP, Glory, which 
includes “The Fountain.” The EP touches 
on themes of wealth inequality, corporate 
greed and freedom.

Glory was self-produced by Crofts and 
Bryant, something the band is very 
passionate about, as it has, according to 
the Die Shiny website, “no interest in 
record labels.”

“I think the music industry is so full 
of bullshit on every level,” Crofts says. 
“Record labels, yes, they have made some 
people mega famous, but for every mega 
famous person, the label has another 1,000 
artists that … they don’t care because they 
didn’t show the potential to make money.”

Crofts wants to keep record label “hands” 
out of her art, saying she is “smart” and 
“tenacious” enough to run the business 
side of the band. “I’m learning digital 
marketing,” they say. “It’s not fun, but it’s 
worth it … I believe in the music enough, 
and this dream is just intense enough that 
I need to figure out how to make it work.”

Die Shiny’s music is also heavily influ-
enced by queerness, as several band 
members are a part of the LGBTQ+ 
community. “I actually have been making 
music longer than I have understood my 
own queer identity,” Crofts says. “I feel 
like the music has absolutely evolved.”

Crofts credits a huge part of that evolu-
tion to Salt Lake City’s queer community. 
“I’m so in love with our community [of] 
cute little queers and introverts and neuro-
divergent people,” they say. “I’m trying 
so hard from this point forward to make 
everything I do a safe space for them.”

Be the most prideful this pride month and come see June’s installment of SLUG Localized! We’re breaking out all the stops with some of the 
best LGBTQ+ bands that Utah has to offer. Start off the night right with the contemporay sounds of Liam Lars, power down some alt-pop 
with Leetham and crank up the volume with heavy hooks from Die Shiny. Head over to Kilby Court Thursday, June 18 for a night you won’t 
want to miss! Where do you have to be? Grilling egg salad sandwiches at midnight? That’s what we thought...

DIE SHINYDIE SHINY

(L-R) Carolyn Schmitz, Zac Bryant, Callie Croft, 
Caleb Wall and Matt Wiley are the unstoppable 
force behind Die Shiny.

LOCALIZED

By: Devin Oldroyd | devin.oldroyd@gmail.com
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“Eclectic … I have party songs, I have sad 
songs, I have rager songs.” Listening to 
local electro-pop artist Leetham’s discog-
raphy, you’ll hear a mishmash of poppy 
hooks, impassioned lyrics and funky, 
brain-melting synth. Think Charli XCX 
or Cobrah meets Kevin Atwater, and 
you’ll get Leetham’s self-described “eclec-
tic sound.”

Luke Leetham, who uses they/he pronouns 
and is known professionally as Leetham, 
has been making music in some way or 
another since he was eight years old. “I 
grew up Mormon, so I had all the Mormon 
music shoved into my life,” Leetham says. 
“I’m not Mormon anymore, but I will say 
they got one thing right, and it’s the musi-
cal education side of things.”

Growing up, Leetham says he did piano 
lessons, musical theater and choir. He start-
ed writing songs at 14, putting togeth-
er his first EP by the time he was 15 or 16. 
While that EP was only heard by Leetham’s 
family and friends and was never publicly 
released, it did offer a peek into their “eclec-
tic” future as an electro-pop artist. “There 
was a piano ballad song, and then an EDM 
song,” Leetham says. “I distinctly remem-
ber writing this one song called “Fashion” 
… it had this very distinct Madonna-ish 
sample … and the lyrics are so corny.”

Including Madonna, Leetham cred-
its several artists as inspirations. Among 

them, they point to Lady Gaga, Black Eyed 
Peas and Zep as musicians who influ-
ence their sound. “I would just study the 
compositions, like how they were made 
and the sounds that they used,” Leetham 
says. “I became obsessed with synthesizers 
and drum machines — the more synthet-
ic side of music, and less piano, acoustic 
guitar, stuff like that.”

However, Leetham was also “really 
obsessed” with Red Hot Chili Peppers as a 
teenager, which introduced rock elements 
into their music. “Now you can see where 
you get the rock and you get the 808, EDM 
stuff and it kind of meshes together,” 
he says.

Leetham describes himself as going 
through a “rebrand” with his upcom-
ing EP, Kink. In his words, Kink is about 
“sexual and identity liberation within the 
queer community.” Two songs, “black-
BOOTS” featuring Grant Brett and “Hate 
Me” featuring Indigo Heaven, have been 
released from the four-track record, which 
is set to come out on June 5, a deliberate 
move on Leetham’s part.

“The whole record is celebrating my iden-
tity and the identity of the queer commu-
nity,” he says. Leetham’s queerness 
influences their art in “every aspect,” 
inspiring their lyrics and aesthetic as an 
artist. For Kink, Leetham drew inspira-
tion from facets of queer subcultures, 

such as leather bars, and is pictured 
“walking the pups” on the single cover 
for “blackBOOTS.”

Through their music, they work to bring 
people together, saying they know what it’s 
like to be without community. “I remem-
ber being so alone at a time when I needed 
community, and I think that’s important 
to create a space, especially in music. It 
really bugs me when there’s music and 
no community around it,” Leetham says. 
“People that become fans are actively 
searching for other fans of the same artist 
… I’m not looking for super stardom, I’m 
looking to create a community, a safe space 
for queer people and allies alike to just 
come together and celebrate themselves 
and to be honest with themselves.”

Leetham curates his concerts to be a 
place of togetherness, by playing their 
high-energy songs and getting people to 
move their bodies. “A Leetham concert 
is always hype,” he says. “There’s lots 
of jumping. Sometimes there’s moshing, 
which is crazy because it’s pop music.”

Ultimately, Leetham’s goal is to center joy, 
especially queer joy.“ I think queer joy is 
so important, where there’s so many atroc-
ities happening in the country and the 
world that we can’t ignore … we deserve 
moments of happiness, and I want more 
queer happiness,” they say.

LEETHAMLEETHAM LOCALIZED

Luke Leetham is running up the charts with their alt-pop style.
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A night out on the town isn’t the mile high 
it used to be. Every diamond dive bar in the 
rough has become saturated with wall-to-
wall pubescents, while every artsy-fartsy 
gin joint runs a national debt-sized tab for 
the most pampered of pants. For someone 
like me, who is staring down the barrel of 
30, I refuse to admit a Saturday night bar 
crawl is a yesteryear activity for this old 
sport. What am I going to do? Shuck some 
corn whiskey and numb my neurons with 
DankPods reruns? No… not again… Maybe 
it’s time to branch out from regular water-
ing holes and stray to somewhere a little 
more colorful. So I ventured back out into 
SLC nightlife to seek out a spot where you 
come as you are, where self-acceptance 
and community are a fruity-kissed cocktail 
away. Off we go to find the booziest staples 
of downtown’s LGBTQ+ bar scene!

Our first stop takes us to the middle ground 
of Harvey Milk Blvd., where Club Try-An-
gles spins an airbrushed disco ball for anyone 
to join in on the party. Waltzing in on its 
checkerboard flooring opens a whole bar 
of possibilities. The first luxury came with 
their self-proclaimed “coldest, cheapest 
and biggest drinks in town,” which I fully 
believe! It’s not every day you’ll pay less 
than a Hamilton note for a mixed drink, and 
boy, does it come with that necessary punch! 

The Cyber Slut especially added that little 
zing for island life in a landlocked state. 
A wander around the bar will show some 
of the late-night entertainment: stadium-lit 
dart boards, a one-body karaoke stage, a 
few framed pictures of furry artwork and 
even… is that a Pokemon card dispenser? 

Just down the road in a relatively black-
ened box of a building, Milk+ shags the 
night club aesthetic into a whole new atmo-
sphere. The last time I was here, I was invit-
ed by some love interest to dirty dance 
and possibly cause some jealousy leverage 
against one of her side men. It was safe to 
say my impression on the place was not 
positive. However, after finally returning 
and getting through a lengthy TSA check-
point at the entrance, the club holds up. The 
spacious dancefloor and catwalk stage for 
drag shows make it a high-profile spot. Of 
course, the DJ sets on the back patio still get 
as cramped as usual, but it’s a worthwhile 
experience to surge those vodka Redbulls 
and poppers through your veins. Besides, 
what club have you been to where you 
weren’t shoulder-to-shoulder with all the 
patrons? The Mickey Mouse Club?

Now, let’s take a sketchy rideshare or 
one of those bastardized Lime scooters to 
the heart of downtown, where a shaded 

Pepto Bismol palace called Why Kiki stands 
proud with its tiki motif. When walking 
in, Why Kiki gives off all the clear signs 
that you’re in a gay bar: platform stage for 
resident drag shows, mounted televisions 
playing Love Island, set pieces stolen from 
The Birdcage, chicken and penis-shaped 
waffles and let’s not forget the mechani-
cal dick right at the ID check counter just 
waiting for another ride. Through all the 
“Oohs” and “Awes” that make Why Kiki 
unique, the main attraction is silent disco, 
taking place in the black-lit, laser tag base-
ment  — all you need is a pair of head-
phones. But be warned: the group laughter 
and squeaks from tennis shoes have been 
muffled by the obnoxious chuckles of an 
invasive species of frat bros.

Last but not least is Utah’s culturally signif-
icant huddle, The SunTrapp. This little brick 
building has a long-standing history, being 
the oldest gay bar in Salt Lake City, with 
its cozy dive couture and large back patio. 
Where some nights you might catch the 
tail end of whatever concert was cranked 
out of The Complex, you can also trust this 
bar to deliver an easy-going community 
for a quick brew and a good time with the 
people you love. Here’s a cheers to you, 
you fabulous facilities! 

Illustration: Kristen LakeBy Alton Barnhart • altonboy2009@gmail.com
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By Dylan Bueche   •    @kimjongdyl
Photos by Nicole Marriner

In October 2024, Cami 
Aglaure and Carly Porter 
had been operating a small 
catering outfit specializing in 
raclette — a cheese traditionally 
melted and scraped over boiled potatoes, 
pickles and cured meat. When approached 
by a friend to cater their gallery opening 
as a one-off favor, they initially agreed, 
thinking they would bring their hot, melty 
cheese for the occasion. As fate would have 
it, an unseasonably warm weather fore-
cast and a little hesitation in the cheese 
department had Aglaure and Porter elect-
ing to make burgers for the event instead, 
and Girls Who Smash (GWS) was born. To 
think, a slight deviation in fall temps and 
we would have Girls Who Scrape (Girls 
Who Spread?).

Smashburgers are super thin burger patties 
smashed down with a spatula directly onto 
the griddle surface as they cook, charac-
terized by their well-done, caramelized 
texture and lacy edges, not unlike the crispy 
margins of a fried egg. That first instance 
cooking burgers at the gallery opening 
created such an undeniable buzz that GWS 
was christened that very same night. It was 
immediately clear their smashburgers had 
legs. The GWS gals only fired up the griddle 
for about five more pop-up events before 
their operation upgraded to wheels. In 
March 2025, they outfitted a food truck trail-
er and committed fully to the venture (no, it 
wasn’t a U-Haul). One of the gals reveals, 
“We overheard one person say, ‘Yeah, but 
do they have fries?’ before walking away. 
That’s when we knew we needed a proper 
food truck to increase capacity.”

The menu now includes 
(loaded) fries and two signa-
ture menu items: the Hot 
Mess — the OG version of 

the smash burger they’ve made since day 
one — and the Spice Girl, a once-limited 
special, featuring chipotle mayo and jalape-
nos now indelibly marked in valentine-card-
pink font. I choose to accept their two-item 
menu as an act of great mercy, a reprieve 
from a world of endless options and decision 
fatigue. Porter is frank, citing the limitations 
and difficulties of maintaining inventory 
when operating out of a truck and shared 
commissary kitchen. 

Don’t 
Pass on

After their first time cooking them, it 
was immediately clear to Cami & Carly 
that their smashburgers had legs.

This queer-owned, burger stand is 
operating firmly in a traditionally 
male-dominated space.

They are likewise constrained by the speed 
at which they can keep the girlies fed. With 
lines quickly growing 20-100 deep, you 
can expect a wait commensurate with the 
quality they maintain — it’s not fast food. 
And yet there is also grace to be found in 
waiting. A sign hilariously titled “Rush-
ing Ruins Romance” encourages impatient 
customers to get to know one another, call 
their moms, pet a cute dog, etc. “Everybody 
in line has a phone. You can literally scroll 
through TikTok,” Aglaure deadpans.

This queer-owned burger stand is oper-
ating firmly in a traditionally male-dom-
inated space. The only openly gay burger 
flipper I can think of in mainstream media 
is SpongeBob. “We always knew the queer 
community would support us, but there’s 
been almost no hate at all. You’ll see burg-
er-loving, straight, cis Utahns in line right 
next to drag queens,” Porter says with 
pride. 

Since demand never seemed an issue from 
day one, GWS has been able to focus on 
showing up where they want to see food 
trucks, rather than where you might expect 
to find one. They pop up in alleys, they pop 
up in neighborhoods and they pop other 
businesses up with them when they collab-
orate. One of the co-founders says, “We 
always partner with other local businesses 
for our specials and want to use our follow-
ing to lend visibility to other women and 
LGBTQ+ owned businesses in the area.”

As they continue to grow, the GWS gals 
are dreaming up ways to make their 
pop-ups into community events – think 
clothes mending, movie nights and cloth-
ing swaps. This June, you can expect to 
find GWS expanding to Provo and Ogden 
and reliably all summer trading weeks 
between the Downtown Farmers Market 
and Wheeler Farm — just keep an eye on 
@girlswhosmashslc for their schedule. 
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ARIES: 	
For Your Consideration
Is this a once-in-a-lifetime 
offer? Or a one-sided proposi-
tion? There will be a guaran-
teed adjustment in the order of 
things, but growth comes from 
those who challenge us. Lose 
yourself and get to work.

TAURUS: 	
Auspicious Alignment
You’re making the right moves. 
A friend of a friend may have the 
solution to your problem. While 
you find yourself surrounded by 
opinions, remember your core 
mission. This change is inev-
itable, and it isn’t a decision 
to be made lightly. Protecting 
your vision is necessary for the 
next stage.

GEMINI: 	
Worthy Investment
In a crowded world full of 
options, it’s important to prior-
itize your attention. This is a 
month to assist, aid and lift the 
people closest to you. If there’s 
tension, fix it. Invest in others 
and let the inconsequential fall 
away. Loving is the art most 
worthy of your time.

CANCER: 	
To Thine Own Self Be True
You can sense their concern. 
They hunger for more from 
you. But you’ve learned that 
losing yourself leaves noth-
ing to offer. Remember the 
wisdom of the Giving Tree. 
To give is good, but not to the 
point of self-sacrifice. Find 
out what is most valuable and 
double down on your invest-
ment in that area.

LEO: 	
Changes and  
Rearrangements 
There is no enmity unless you 
agree to the deal. You can choose 
to listen, forgive and under-
stand. Resisting change with a 
white-knuckle grip won’t make 
the ride smoother. Recognize 
the times when you’ve needed 
forgiveness and address legiti-
mate concerns.

VIRGO: 	
As an Amendment
Words create our world. Have 
you thought about your inner 
dialogue? Are you clinging to an 
old story about perfectionism or 
worthiness? Fill your mind with 
the sunlight of good ideas. Let 
the positivity flow. Bring some 
beauty into your private world, 
maybe a bundle of those wild-
flowers from your walk today.

LIBRA: 	
Facts and Fictions
The world is loud. Signals 
bound by noise, all planned 
and in advance. The day has 
arrived to integrate past expe-
riences into the present. You’ll 
hear voices of reason and 
complaint, a rush of incoming 
information. You have your 
own qualified opinion. Narrate 
your own plot.

SCORPIO: 	
Announcing Intentions
You’ve been standing at the 
altar of promise for too long. 
Have you been waiting for a 
sign to appear? A painless solu-
tion? It’s time to exit situations 
that are no longer beneficial. 
In this case, you must be bold 
about your desires. The angels 
will be there to assist.

SAGITTARIUS: 	
Accidentally Arrived
I see you enter the party carry-
ing a gift. I see your uncertainty 
about its reception. A package 
of the unspoken, unbelievable 
and unreal. Not a gift from an 
imposter but from an honest and 
raw human. Let it be given and 
received without strings. Good 
things will come from this.

CAPRICORN: 	
Higher Calling
You’re at a crossroads. If unhap-
py, pay attention. Dissatisfaction 
is spiritual evidence of misalign-
ment. If it fits, it sits, but you 
can do more. Reach for the chal-
lenge that calls on your patience, 
determination and commitment 
to integrity. The team is strong 
but needs an inspired leader.

AQUARIUS: 	
Unintentional Influence
Through others, you have the 
opportunity to meet yourself 
and recognize audacious cour-
age or a stubborn will to fight. 
Reject thoughts of separation. 
Move forward, toward the beau-
ty, with all projections pulled 
back to the self. Extend the safe 
embrace of charity during times 
of misunderstanding. 

PISCES	
Feeding the Birds
What do you believe others truly 
need? There are so many hands 
to hold and quiet conversations 
to have. While struggling with 
a broken heart, serving others 
is the cure for both souls. Who 
is anxiously petitioning you? 
Keep your focus on faith, hope 
and charity. Find out how you 
can best lighten their burden.

We retrace our steps back to the beginning. Was it this same space and time? So many questions and directives are sent to the sky.

Astrology         ForecAst
 June 2026 Return to the Origin Story

By Nichole Huntsman  •  nicholehuntsman@gmail.com
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Last year, Weller Book Works, a 
pillar amongst Utah independent 
booksellers, hosted its inaugural 
Books After Dark adult book fair. The 
21+ event brought the community 
together for a candid discussion 
about the destructive implications 
of censorship, not just for students, 
but for everyone, while providing 
refreshments and entertainment. 
On June 14 from 6 to 9 p.m., the 
book fair returns for Pride Month 
with more panelists, advocacy 
groups, vendors and performers 
joining the fight against censorship.

Since 2021, over 20,000 books have 
been banned in school districts 
across the nation. As of April 2026, 
34 books have been removed from 
Utah schools under Utah’s H.B. 
29 (“Sensitive Material Review 
Amendments”), signed into law 
by Governor Spencer Cox in early 
2024. Titles banned in Utah include 
The Perks of Being a Wallflower, The 
Handmaid’s Tale, Looking for Alaska 
and Thirteen Reasons Why. 

For Weller employees Claire 
Corwin (lead book buyer) and 
Hillary Thacker (bookseller and 
event coordinator), who have 
dedicated their careers to literacy 
and self-expression, this level of 
censorship hits especially hard.

“We’re here on the front lines 
watching kids have books taken 
out of their hands and ideas 
stolen from them,” Corwin says. 
“We keep thinking: ‘What can we 
do? How can we raise awareness 
so that people understand just 
what’s at stake? How can we 
fight the power?’”

The book fair began last 
summer when another group 

approached Weller about 

Adult Book Fair Sheds Light on Censorship

For Weller employees Hillary Thacker and Claire Corwin 
who have dedicated their career to literacy and self-
expression, this level of censorship hits especially hard.

co-hosting the event. While promoting banned books was 
integral, the team knew they needed to go further; that 
meant going political. 

“[The group] ended up pulling out because they had 
the idea that it would be easy and fun, but we wanted 
the event to be political as well,” Thacker says. “It’s not 
just an adult book fair after dark. Attendees are voters 
who can go to their representatives and actually inspire 
change. The whole point of rebelling against this level 
of censorship is that it’s rebelling against withholding 
tools and resources that give people equity and agency 
at any age.”

“They got really scared. They were like, ‘You want to 
do a drag story time? I’m sorry, what?’ And so that’s 
when we were like, ‘Okay, we’re going to take this on 
ourselves and go harder,’” Corwin adds. 

Last October, they brought together various groups 
and individuals in support of literacy and the fight 
against book bans. Participants included: Brain 
Food Books, Let Utah Read, Torrey House Press, local 

drag performer and educator 
Madazon Can-Can and several 
queer vendors selling handmade 
wares. 

This year, the ACLU, UAF Legacy 
Health (formerly Utah Aids 
Foundation), Utah Kink Education 
Alliance and Out of the Shadows 
Theater Company will also join as 
supporters and panelists.

Going forward, Weller Book Works 
plans to host the fair every six 
months, once in the fall around 
Banned Books Week (Oct. 4-10), and 
once during Pride Month, pairing 
political advocacy with discussions 
about gender identity and sexuality.

“We want the event to be fun, which 
is great because everybody comes 
with a party atmosphere,” Corwin 
says. “We can turn this really 
intense subject into something 
where people join together. We 
want to make a community out of 
the bookstore, a place where people 
can come and know that what they 
say is safe. And I think an important 
part about being a safe place is 
showing up and showing out.”
 
Thacker sees Weller’s size and 
reputation as an advantage in that 
mission. “We’re really the bridge 
for people to get better access. 
They start out here exploring ideas, 
and then they’re able to branch 
out more.”

Join the fight against censorship and 
get your tickets for Books After Dark. 
To see the full list of books banned 
in Utah schools, check out the Salt 
Lake Tribune. To learn more about 
book bans across the country, 
visit the American Library 
Association website.

Books After Dark
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By Jennifer Perry | jennifersperry18@gmail.com   
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Show your pride everywhere! Scan the QR code for more events and to add your own to our daily calendar!

Friday, Jun 5
John Paycheck Jr. & 
Kate Ledeuce  
- Aces High Saloon

Saturday, Jun 6
The Toadies w/ Local H  
- The Complex
Punk Rock Pride  
- Aces High Saloon
The Last Whale Singer  
- Utah Film Center
D-Day Comedy Show  
- Wolfdog Brewery
Utah Pride Festival  
- Library Square

Sunday, Jun 7
Aaron Wolf - Soundwell

Monday, Jun 8
Em Beihold - Soundwell
Royal & the Serpent  
- Metro Music Hall
Pet Mosquito Glitter 
Bombs & Mr. Happy  
- Aces High Saloon
The Black Keys  
- Ogden Amphitheater

Tuesday, Jun 9
Craft Lake City mural 
workshop  
- Midvale City Hall
Back to the Future the 
Musical - Eccles Theater
WORM  
- Metro Music Hall
Head Automatica  
- Urban Lounge

Wednesday, Jun 10
Mowth  
- The Urban Lounge
Stepmom - The DLC
Vana Liya - Soundwell
Phantom A.D.  
- Aces High Saloon

Thursday, Jun 11
Glory Trip  
- Metro Music Hall
ICE OUT Benefit Show 
- Quarters DLC
Terrapin Flyer  
- The State Room

Racing Mount Pleasant 
- Kilby Court

Friday, Jun 12
GĀLÖ - Sky Rooftop

Saturday, Jun 13
Youth Entrepreneur 
Program practice 
market - Pioneer Park
Daniel Young & The 
Rambling Roses  
- The State Room
Branden Estrada  
- Sky Rooftop
Rough Nest  
- West Main Studio

Sunday, Jun 14
Citizen Soldier  
- The Complex
The Acid Blues Band  
- Kilby Court
DJ Joune - Sky Rooftop
Scott H. Biram & The 
Hooten Hollers  
- Aces High Saloon

Monday, Jun 15
Tigers Jaw  
- Metro Music Hall
Mudshark - Kilby Court
Earl Sweatshirt & Mike 
- The Complex

Wednesday, Jun 17
Allo Monroe  
- Kilby Court

Thursday, Jun 18

SLUG Localized Die 
Shin, Leetham, Liam 
Lars - Kilby Court

Lady Denim / Over 
Under - The Urban Lounge
Allbrook Station  
- Metro Music Hall
Utah Arts Festival  
- Library Square

Friday, Jun 19
DoKnow - The Depot
The Dead South  
- Sandy Amphitheater
Jenny Don’t & The 
Spurs Cosmic Kitten & 
Feral!Cat?Red!  
- Aces High Saloon

Saturday, Jun 20
Watchhouse  
- Sandy Amphitheater
RX BANDITS  
- Metro Music Hall
Blockfest  
- The Urban Lounge
Carver Louis  
- Leatherheads Sports Bar
Watchhouse  

- Check Venue
Blessed1 - Sky Rooftop
POGO Fest  
- Various locations in 
Downtown SLC

Sunday, Jun 21
Nox Sinister, Gurschach, 
Contraferrous & Wicked 
Temple - Aces High 
Saloon

Monday, Jun 22
The Liberal Media  
- Kilby Court

Tuesday, Jun 23
Himalayas - Kilby Court
Ziggy Marley  
- Red Butte Garden

Wednesday, Jun 24
Monolord  
- The Urban Lounge
Sunny Day Soap Opera  
- Kilby Court

Thursday, Jun 25
Elderbrook  
- Ogden Amphitheater
The Bombshell Flowers 
- Kilby Court
Thornfield  
- Metro Music Hall
The Swinging Lights  
- The Urban Lounge

Friday, Jun 26
Derek Hough  
- Eccles Theater
BLADE RAVE  
- Metro Music Hall
TOBEHONEST  
- Soundwell

Saturday, Jun 27
Salt Lake Air Guitar 
2026 - Quarters DLC
Salt City Looped  
- The State Room
Unfinished & Imperfect 
Art Show  
- 1701 E Tree View Dr.
Jessica Baio  
- The Complex

Sunday, Jun 28
Graveripper, Alghoul & 
When Darkness Falls  
- Aces High Saloon

Wednesday, Jul 1
WOLFMOTHER  
- The Union
Solya - Kilby Court

Thursday, Jul 2
BUNT.  
- Ogden Amphitheater
Girl From The 
Interstate - Kilby Court
Monster Jam World 
Finals  
- Rice-Eccles Stadium

Friday, Jul 3
WILLÖH  
- The Urban Lounge
Aaron Rowe  
- Kilby Court

Utah-based band Mowth - live at The Urban Lounge on June 10

Pick up the new issue 
of SLUG  
– Anyplace Cool
Submit Your Event to 
SLUG’s Daily Calendar 
 – SLUGMag.com
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